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Chapter 12 Mao moved aside, 1959–1965

Reading more deeply
Easy

Margot Morcombe & Mark Fielding, The Spirit of Change: China in Revolution, McGraw-Hill, Sydney, 2005, pp. 191–201.
Strong on Mao’s Socialist Education Movement but not on Mao’s predicament.
Tom Ryan, China Rising: A Study in Revolution, HTAV, Melbourne, 2009, pp. 221–8.
In contrast to most histories, Tom Ryan chooses to date the Cultural Revolution from this period.

Moderate

Harrison Salisbury, The New Emperors: Mao and Deng – A Dual Biography, HarperCollins, London, 1992, Chapters 20–24.
This offers further depth and insight into this period of time in Chapters 20–4.
Zhisui Li, The Private Life of Chairman Mao, Arrow Books, London, 1996, Chapters 39–55.
The unique insight of Mao’s personal physician.

Challenging

Jung Chang, Wild Swans, HarperCollins, London, 1991.
Chapters 13 and 14 provide valuable insight into the innocence and privilege of the children at that time.
Han Suyin, Wind in the Tower: Mao Tse-tung and the Chinese Revolution 1949–1975, Jonathan Cape, London, 1976.

This is from the perspective of a Chinese author who knew many Chinese leaders personally. Her pro-Mao stance, proximity to these leaders and the time at which she wrote mean that her account is not balanced by the information provided by more recent authors.
Jack Gray, Rebellions and Revolutions: China from the 1800s to the 1980s, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1990.

Chapter 16 provides an in-depth look at Mao’s behind-the-scenes manoeuvrings.
A.V. Pantsov, Mao: The Real Story, Simon and Schuster, New York, 2007 (trans. 2012), Chapter 31.

Critical of Mao’s actions, but controlled in its criticism.
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