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Chapter 11 The Great Leap Forward, 1957–1959

Reading more deeply
Easy
Di McDonald, Revolution: China – A Student Handbook, HTAV, Melbourne, 2005, pp. 95–7.
An easy start to further reading and investigation.
Tom Ryan, China Rising: A Study in Revolution, HTAV, Melbourne, 2009, pp. 192–200.
Here are nine solid pages on the disastrous Great Leap Forward.
Moderate

Harrison Salisbury, The New Emperors: Mao and Deng – A Dual Biography, HarperCollins, London, 1992, Chapters 16–18.
This offers depth and insight into this period of time in Chapters 16 to 18. Very readable.
Zhisui Li,The Private Life of Chairman Mao, Arrow, London, 1996, Chapters 31–38.
The unique insight of Mao’s personal physician on the Chairman’s actions and thoughts in the Great Leap. As with the rest of the book, the observations shock the reader but are very credible.
Challenging

Jung Chang, Wild Swans, HarperCollins, London, 1991.
This provides a good mix of personal anecdote and political summary in Chapter 12, and has valuable insights into the perspective of the daughter of a cadre at that time. The focus is Chengdu, but the story is almost universal.
Han Suyin, Wind in the Tower: Mao Tsetung and the Chinese Revolution 1949–1975, Jonathan Cape, London, 1976, Chapter 6.

Han Suyin was supportive of Mao’s Great Leap Forward. Admittedly, not much concrete information was available to her.
Edgar Snow, Red China Today, Penguin, Harmondsworth, 1970, Chapter 75.

Another apology for the Great Leap Forward, using statistics and logical omissions.
Yang Jisheng, Tombstone: The Great Chinese Famine 1958–1962, Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, New York, 2012. 

The author was inspired to write this by personal tragedy, but uses special access to official sources to put forward this harrowing account of human error and tragedy on an unbelievable scale.
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