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Chapter 10 Hundred Flowers, 1957–1958

Reading more deeply
Easy

Margot Morcombe & Mark Fielding, The Spirit of Change: China in Revolution, McGraw-Hill, Sydney, 2005, pp. 186–90.
The documents are a good supplement to any narrative of this era.
Moderate

Jung Chang, Wild Swans, HarperCollins, London, 1992, Chapter 11.
This best seller of the early 1990s is a great read from cover to cover and starts with Chang’s grandmother, (a warlord’s concubine), to her mother (a CCP cadre), and finishes with her own trials during the Cultural Revolution. It is a must-read for any serious student of modern Chinese history.
Zhisui Li, The Private Life of Chairman Mao, Arrow, London, 1996, Chapter 20.
This personal but reliable insight into Mao’s political and private life is an eye-opener.
Challenging

Jung Chang & Jon Halliday, Mao: The Unknown Story, Jonathan Cape, London, 2005, Chapter 39.
Here, the scepticism of Chang and Halliday is defensible.
Han Suyin, Wind in the Tower: Mao Tsetung and the Chinese Revolution 1949–1975, Jonathan Cape, London, 1976, Chapter 6.
In contrast to Chang and Halliday, Han Suyin was an apologist for Mao’s policies.
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