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Chapter 9 ‘Liberation’: The early years, 1949–1956

Reading more deeply
Easy

Jonathan Spence & Annping Chen, The Chinese Century: A Photographic History, HarperCollins, London, 1996, Chapter 8.
Actually, the whole book is a visual and narrative treat for an overview of twentieth century China.
Margot Morcombe & Mark Fielding, The Spirit of Change: China in Revolution, McGraw-Hill, Sydney, 2005, pp. 119–68.

Great documents and charts to document the First Five Year Plan.

Moderate

Zhisui Li, The Private Life of Chairman Mao, Arrow Books, London, 1994, Part 2.
This account of the Chairman, written by his doctor who left Sydney in 1949 to help reconstruct China, is a real eye-opener which pulls no punches in revealing the intimate details of Mao’s private and political foibles.
Harrison E. Salisbury, The New Emperors: Mao and Deng – A Dual Biography, HarperCollins, London, 1992, Parts 1 & 2.
Salisbury is a prolific and respected historian whose information is often new and always readable.

Challenging

Ross Terrill, Mao: A Biography, Harper & Row, New York, 1980, Chapters 11–13.
Dating from 1980, this biography does not have the advantage of more recent revelations from those disenchanted with Mao. However, it is well researched, balanced and very readable.
Alexander V. Pantsov, Mao: The Real Story, Simon & Schuster, 2007 (trans. 2012), Chapters 23 & 24.

Pantsov’s main thesis is that Mao was dependent on, and grateful to, Stalin. Uses recently opened archives.
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