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Chapter 6 The Long March, 1934–1936

Reading more deeply
Easy
Terry Buggy, The Long Revolution: A History of Modern China, Shakespeare Head Press, Sydney, 1988, Chapter 9.
A modern classic text on this period.
Liu Po-cheng et al., Recalling the Long March, Foreign Language Press, Beijing, 1978.
OR
Wei Kuo-Lu, On the Long March as Guard to Chou En-lai, Foreign Languages Press, Beijing, 1978.
Both books are still influenced by the cult of Mao, which makes them interesting. Possibly only available from China specialist bookstores.
Moderate

Edgar Snow, Red Star Over China, Pelican, London, 1978, Part 5.
Totally reliant on the Maoist account but this book is part of Chinese history.
Lily Xiao Hong Lee & Sue Giles, Women of the Long March, Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 1999.
A valuable look at the neglected gender of the Long March.
Dick Wilson, The Long March, Penguin, London, 1971, pp. 264, 271.
Still readable and useful. One of the rare texts of its time to mention the Futian Incident.
Sun Shuyun, The Long March, HarperCollins, London, 2006.
A lively and personal narrative by Sun who retraced the Long March journey.

Challenging

Jung Chang & Jon Halliday, Mao: The Unknown Story, Jonathan Cape, London, 2005, Chapters 12–14.
A key and controversial allegation made by Jung Chang and Jon Halliday in Mao: The Unknown Story is that Jiang Jieshi was not trying to wipe out the Long Marchers, but had allowed them to escape encirclement and shepherded them to Sichuan province. His motives, according to the authors, were to negotiate the return of his 
son, Jiang Jingguo, who was in Moscow; to have Soviet assistance in holding out Japan; and to have an excuse to bring his troops into Sichuan and gain full control over the Sichuan warlord.
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