[image: image1.jpg]~ Analysing the

Second Edition






Chapter 5 Life under the Guomindang, 1928–1936

Reading more deeply
Easy

Dianne McDonald 2005, Revolution: China – A Student Handbook, HTAV, Melbourne, pp. 40–4.
While Dr McDonald’s text is somewhat dated, these pages are clear and compact in their summary of this period of history. She does tend to use pinyin for the communists and Wade-Giles for the Guomindang.
Moderate

Jack Gray, Rebellions and Revolutions: China from the 1800s to the 1980s, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1990. 
This is a textbook that does not age because Gray avoids the traps of communist and Guomindang propaganda.

Tom Ryan, China Rising, HTAV, Melbourne, 2009, pp. 115–20.
These pages have some good details on taxation and interesting background on Jiang’s Blue Shirts. Ryan retains the dialect version of Jiang Jieshi’s name (Chiang Kai-shek).

Sterling Seagrave, The Soong Dynasty, Harper & Row, London, 1985.
The title, which uses the contemporary spelling of Song, is a pun on the Chinese Song dynasty. It is gossipy in style but very readable, giving details of the complex relationships operating at this time.
Challenging

Jonathan Fenby, Generalissimo: Chiang Kai-shek and the China He Lost, Free Press, London, 2003, Part 3.
Despite its size and depth, this biography of Jiang (Chiang Kai-shek) is very readable and reliable.
Immanuel C.Y. Hsu, The Rise of Modern China, Oxford University Press, New York, 1970, Chapter 23.
Hsu’s text does not date because of his mix of Chinese understanding and Western scholastic integrity. These pages are more readable than they may seem at first glance.
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