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Background: China’s characteristics

Reading more deeply

Easy
Di McDonald, Revolution: China, HTAV, Melbourne, 2005, Chapter 1.
Out of print now, and a little dated, but still a useful and readable textbook. Check your school library.

Moderate

Terry Buggy, The Long Revolution, Shakespeare Head Press, Sydney, 1988, Chapter 2.
Out of print but highly sought by teachers. Informative and helpful for China prior to 1949.
Challenging

Reginald Johnston, Twilight in the Forbidden City, Oxford University Press, New York, 1989, Chapters 1–5.
A unique perspective on the Forbidden City from the Last Emperor’s English tutor.


Marina Warner, The Dragon Empress: Life and Times of Tz’u-hsi 1835–1908, Empress Dowager of China, Cardinal, London, 1974, Chapters 9–13.

A balanced look at Cixi’s life and times, compared with recent biographies by Seagrave and Jung Chang, which whitewash her role.
Cambridge University Press
1
© Sowdon 2015

