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Chapter 5 Life under the Guomindang, 1928–1936

Analysis activity 5.2: Why is a new life needed?
The general psychology of our people today can be described as spiritless. What manifests itself in behavior is this: lack of discrimination between good and evil, between what is public and what is private, and between what is primary and what is secondary. Because there is no discrimination between good and evil, right and wrong are confused; because there is no discrimination between public and private, improper taking and giving [of public funds] occur; and because there is no distinction between primary and secondary, first and last are not placed in the proper order. As a result, officials tend to be dishonest and avaricious, the masses are undisciplined and calloused, the youth become degraded and intemperate, the adults are corrupt and ignorant, the rich become extravagant and luxurious, and the poor become mean and disorderly. Naturally it has resulted in disorganisation of the social order and national life, and we are in no position to prevent or remedy natural calamities, disasters caused from within, or invasion from without. The individual, society and the whole country are now suffering. If the situation should remain unchanged, it would be impossible even to continue living under such miserable conditions. In order to develop the life of our nation, protect the existence of our society, and improve the livelihood of our people, it is absolutely necessary to wipe out these unwholesome conditions and to start to lead a new and rational life.
Source 5.7 Jiang Jieshi, cited in Wm Theodore de Bary (ed.), Sources of Chinese Tradition, Vol II, 1964, p. 139
1 What historical events would have contributed to some of these problems?
2 Were corrupt public officials new to China?
3 What in this document suggests the influence of Jiang’s Methodist wife, Song Meiling?
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