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Background: Fall of the Qing Dynasty, 1851–1912

Analysis activity 0.4
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Source 0.26 The first duty: Civilisation (to China) – ‘That dragon must be killed before our troubles can be adjusted. If you don’t do it I shall have to.’
1 As this is a Western cartoon, what is the implied threat to China from ‘Civilisation’?
2 What nations do you assume are represented by ‘Civilisation’?
3 Beside the word ‘Boxer’, what else links the dragon to the Boxers (Yihetuan)?
4 To what might ‘our troubles be adjusted’ refer?

5 How is the cartoon in error when it has ‘Civilisation’ address the young emperor, Guangxu? 
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