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Chapter 14 Cultural Revolution 2: Fall of Lin Biao, 1969–1972

Analysis activity 14.1: Scene from The Red Detachment of Women
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Source 14.9 Scene from The Red Detachment of Women
Revolutionary truth illuminates the fighters’ hearts like the sun. Standing before the ranks, Hong encourages them to unite closely, shoulder to shoulder and hand in hand, under the leadership of Chairman Mao and the Chinese Communist Party, and join in the revolutionary torrent which will sweep away the old world.

Class is dismissed. Qinghua remains behind. She studies the shining words on the blackboard, then walks and sits on a stump.

She rises slowly, her mind in ferment, and tries to grasp the significance of what the Party member has just said.
Regretfully, she recalls her mistake in opening fire without permission in Coconut Grove Manor. ‘In the whole world is there any proletarian who hasn’t been steeped in blood and tears? Why do I think only of vengeance for myself?’

She runs to the blackboard, reads it carefully. Suddenly, she understands. She strides resolutely to greet the rising sun. Fist raised she vows: ‘I will follow Chairman Mao and the Chinese Communist Party forever and be a conscious proletarian vanguard soldier fighting all my life for the liberation of mankind!’

The Company Commander, returning from target practice, fondly hails her. Qinghua, ashamed, walks over and criticizes herself. Pleased to see Qinghua maturing politically, the Company Commander cannot restrain her affection for the stubborn new fighter. She urges Qinghua to continue raising her proletarian consciousness and to transform her hatred for the class enemy into combat skill in annihilating them.

Source 14.10 The Red Detachment of Women: A Modern Revolutionary Ballet, 1972, pp. 40–2

Note: The author has converted the names from Wade-Giles to Pinyin.
1 Identify the aspects in this script that indicate it is a product of the Cultural Revolution.
2 In this scene, what is the source of all revolutionary wisdom?
3 Identify the qualities of a revolutionary soldier that are depicted.
4 An annotation to the title of this version states, ‘Revised Collectively by the China Ballet Troupe’. What does this suggest?
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