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Chapter 11 The Great Leap Forward, 1957–1959

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:

· Great Leap Forward

· communes

· work teams
· brigades

· cadres

· iron rice bowl
· backyard furnaces

· Four Pests Campaign

· Good News Reporting Stations
· ‘Sending Satellites to Heaven’

Activities
1 Under the emperors, large-scale famines were a signal for a peasant uprising, as the ‘Mandate of Heaven’ had been removed. We must ask ourselves why no one spoke up and why the peasants did not revolt. Check the internet to see how recent events in North Korea closely mirror Mao’s Great Leap and how the North Koreans have also silently starved with no challenge to Kim Jung-un’s leadership.
Notes:
























































2 Read more on Peng Dehuai to try to determine why he was one of the few to speak up. What was there in his character, background and relationship with Mao that enabled him to break the code of silence?
3 Quiz adults who remember this period, and ask whether they recall the fly eradication campaign in China. You may be surprised at the extent to which this story has spread.
Notes:
























































Practising paragraph answers

1 What went wrong with the Great Leap Forward?
2 Why did the madness go unchecked?
Practice essay question
To what extent was Mao responsible for the catastrophe that followed the Great Leap Forward?
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