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Chapter 15 Cultural Revolution 3: Mao’s death, 1972–1976

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:

· ‘Criticise Lin Biao and Confucius’ campaign

· Qingming festival

· Gang of Four
Activities
1 Search the internet for ‘Anti-Confucius’ Cultural Revolution posters. What are the themes? What classes are represented? How is Mao portrayed? Note the strong physiques of the workers portrayed.
2 Read Xinran’s Good Women of China, particularly the chapter on the Tangshan earthquake.
3 Place yourself in Zhou Enlai’s position. Would you have openly opposed Mao? Why?
Practising paragraph answers
1 Why was it necessary for the Party to uphold Mao’s image after the Cultural Revolution?
2 Had the members of the Gang of Four overplayed their hand?
Practice essay question
What was gained by the Cultural Revolution, and at what cost?
Cambridge University Press
4
© Sowdon 2015

