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Chapter 12 Mao moved aside, 1959–1965

Analysis activity 12.2: The political impact of Lushan
Harrison Salisbury succinctly summarised the political impact of Lushan:
The legacy of Lushan was not found in its regard for the truth but rather in the new, ominous bond forged between Mao and Jiang Qing, the barely noticed resurgence of Kang Sheng [head of State Security], and the quiet ease which Lin Biao now moved to the head of the table where sat the bewildered survivors of the Long March.
Later pondering these events, Zhu De, who had known all the comrades in good times and bad, shook his head and observed: ‘And to think that we once all ate out of the same rice bowl.’

Source 12.5 Harrison Salisbury, The New Emperors: Mao & Deng, 1992, pp. 186–7
1 Why was Jiang Qing not expected to play a political role?
2 What does Zhu De’s reference to the rice bowl mean?
3 Why would Zhu De have sympathy for Peng?

4 What is Salisbury saying about the unity of the CCP?
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