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Chapter 11 The Great Leap Forward, 1957–1959

Analysis activity 11.1: A fable
Mao liked to quote a Chinese fable about ‘The Foolish Old Man Who Would Move a Mountain’. An old peasant decided he did not like a mountain obstructing his way and declared he would remove it. When his neighbours pointed out he would be dead before he made any impact, he replied that his sons would take over and so would their sons, until the mountain was removed.
1 What is the point of this fable?
2 What qualities would Mao admire in the foolish old man?
3 What does common sense tell you about the old man?
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