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Chapter 10 Hundred Flowers, 1957–1958

Focus questions 10.2
… when Mao Tze-tung swung his policy around in 1957 and initiated the Anti-Rightist Campaign [he] labelled all those who had offered criticism ‘Rightists’. Many of them lost their jobs, became non-persons and were sent to labour camps; others had their pay reduced and were demoted in rank. The treachery of Mao Tze-tung [Zedong] in repeatedly inviting frank and constructive criticism and then harshly punishing those who gave it completely cowed the Chinese intellectuals so that China’s cultural life came to a virtual standstill.

Source 10.5 Deng Xiaoping, who led Mao’s Anti-Rightist Source 10.6 Nien Cheng, Life and Death in Shanghai, 1995, p. 23
1 What is the author’s attitude to Mao?
2 What is a non-person? (Think of George Orwell’s Nineteen-eighty Four.)
Cambridge University Press
1
© Sowdon 2015

