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Chapter 17 Historical interpretations

Focus question 17.1
FLASHPOINT!

In the late 1960s, Eric Von Daniken’s book Chariots of the Gods became a global bestseller, spawning sequels and documentaries. Its thesis was that the great wonders of the ancient world could not have been built by humankind, but were completed by creatures from other systems. Many people – even educated professionals – were taken in. Eventually, historians and archaeologists were able to have their dissenting views aired.

They pointed out that the author was not a recognised historian, but wrote the book while imprisoned in a Swiss jail for fraud.

Photographs were printed with the wrong orientation. Valid explanations of the constructions were ignored, as well as human inscriptions on the sites. Arguments that Easter Island statues could not have been transported due to a lack of trees omitted the fact that there were trees on the island at the time of construction. Any rock drawings of humans with ‘halos’ became evidence for space helmets. However, by the time the author was exposed, he had made a fortune.
What aspects of BATCH are indicated in the above example?
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