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Chapter 2 New popular movements, 1915–1927

Analysis activity 2.1
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Source 2.6 Zhou Enlai and his wife, Deng Yingchao
Deng Yingchao describes her participation in the 10 October protests:
We shouted loudly, trying desperately to convert brutal police into compassionate compatriots. But the police refused to be converted as they hit us with their rifle butts and systematically broke the eyeglasses of many students. In retaliation we hit them with bamboo placards and knocked hats from their heads. When they bent down to pick up their hats, we pushed forward so as to continue our march.
Nevertheless, the police were much stronger and also better equipped than we female students, and we were losing the battle fast. At this critical point, fortunately, the automobile team of propaganda arrived and quickly attacked the police from the rear … We marched through the city streets until we finally arrived at police headquarters. We demanded to see Commissioner Yang and protested against his cruelty toward the students. Not until dawn the next day did we finally disperse and proceed home.

Angered by the October Tenth Incident … we female students in Tientsin [Tianjin] decided that no longer did we wish to honour the feudal custom in China and that we, female students in Tientsin, had as much right to speak in the street as our male counterparts. The very next day we began to make speeches in the street.

Source 2.7 Deng Yingchao, ‘My Experience in the May Fourth Movement’ (1949), cited in Dun J. Li, Modern China: From Mandarin to Commissar, 1978, p. 157
1 Which section of Chinese society features significantly in this extract?
2 To what extent have the females been ‘liberated’ from Chinese tradition? 

3 Suggest why this was published in 1949 and not earlier? (The Chinese Communist Party took power in 1949, when Zhou Enlai became premier.)
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