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Chapter 10 Hundred Flowers, 1957–1958

Focus questions 10.3
In her brilliant telling of the story of three women in her family (including herself), Jung Chang describes the dilemma her mother faced, as a cadre, of finding the 5 per cent of Rightists under her jurisdiction (which was a split of Mao’s arbitrary figure of 1–10 per cent of all intellectuals).

The process became so arbitrary that a ‘system’ developed:
Among the categories of rightists were ‘lots-drawing rightists’ (chou-qia you-pai), people who drew lots to decide who should be named as rightists, and ‘toilet rightists’ (ce-suo you-pai), people who found they had been nominated in their absence after they could not restrain themselves from going to the toilet during the many long, drawn-out meetings. There were also rightists who were said to ‘have poison but not released it’ (you-du bu-fang); these were people who were said to be rightists without having said anything against anyone. When a boss did not like someone, he could say … ‘His father was executed by the Communists, how can he not feel resentful?’ … A kind-hearted leader sometimes did the opposite: ‘Whom should I nail? I can’t do that to anyone. Say it’s me.’ He was popularly called a ‘self-acknowledged rightist’ (zi-ren you-pai).

Source 10.9 Jung Chang, Wild Swans, 1991, p. 289
1 What does this extract tell about the political climate of the time?
2 How could someone avoid being labelled a rightist?
3 What does the 5 per cent quota suggest about the power of Mao in 1957?
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