[image: image1.jpg]~ Analysing the

Second Edition






Chapter 7 War with Japan, 1936–1945

Analysis activity 7.1
In a similar vein, the ‘Mass Line’ is democratic in theory but authoritarian in practice. In theory, it involved the Party listening to the masses and then incorporating their wishes into Party policy. Mao wrote:

It [the Party] should teach every comrade to love the people and listen attentively to the voice of the masses; to identify himself with the masses wherever he goes and, instead of standing above them, to immerse himself among them; and, according to their present level, to awaken them or raise their political consciousness.
Source 7.9 Wm Theodore de Bary (ed.), Sources of Chinese Tradition, Vol. II, 1964, pp. 265–6
1 What is admirable and democratic in this statement?
2 Where is the ‘escape clause’ that allows the Party not to listen to the masses?
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