[image: image1.jpg]~ Analysing the

Second Edition






Chapter 7 War with Japan, 1936–1945

Analysis activity 7.2
Extract from Mao’s ‘Rectify the Party’s style of work’, 1942

Finally, in opposing subjectivism, sectarianism and stereotyped Party writing we must have in mind two purposes: first, ‘learn from past mistakes to avoid future ones’, and second, ‘cure the sickness to save the patient’. The mistakes of the past must be exposed without sparing anyone’s sensibilities; it is necessary to analyse and criticise what was bad in the past with a scientific attitude so that work in the future will be done more carefully and done better. This is what is meant by ‘learn from past mistakes to avoid future ones’. But our aim in exposing errors and criticising shortcomings, like that of a doctor curing a sickness, is solely to save the patient and not to doctor him to death. A person with appendicitis is saved when the surgeon removes his appendix. So long as a person who has made mistakes does not hide his sickness for fear of treatment or persist in his mistakes until he is beyond cure, so long as he honestly and sincerely wishes to be cured and to mend his ways, we should welcome him and cure his sickness so that he can become a good comrade. We can never succeed if we just let ourselves go, and lash out at him. In treating an ideological or a political malady, one must never be rough and rash but must adopt the approach of ‘curing the sickness to save the patient’, which is the only correct and effective method.
Source 7.10 ‘Rectify the Party’s Style of Work’, 1942, Maoist Documentation Project, 2004
1 What are the three basic errors according to Mao?
2 What is Mao’s solution to the problem?
3 How could such a harmless speech be the source of pain for so many Party members?
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