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Chapter 13 Cultural Revolution 1: Chaos unleashed, 1966–1969

Analysis activity 13.3: Jiang Qing’s address at the Great Hall Of The People
This account is from Sirin Phathanothai, a student from Thailand:
The assembly room, though cavernous, was packed. Slogans hung everywhere, and Mao’s Little Red Book bobbed in front of people’s faces. When I entered, Jiang Qing was already on stage, leaping up and down as she shouted slogans in her unpleasant high-pitched voice. ‘Learn from the Red Guards’ was her principal one on this occasion.
‘Learn from Auntie Jiang Qing’ came back the chorus.
We read Mao’s quotations out loud. We sang songs. We waved The Little Red Book.

Then she spoke. She told in minute detail how Chairman Mao had to fight off the wicked persecution and hostility of Liu Shaoqi’s revisionist coup d’état attempt. The audience roared its support. She began to talk about Mao himself. She spoke about how his younger son had been damaged mentally by his suffering in the old society. I looked around; everyone was listening raptly. Never before in public had I heard Mao’s family history mentioned. Jiang Qing wept as she recounted Mao’s personal pain, drawing the audience in. Many appeared deeply moved, and then angry as she ended with a fierce denunciation of people I knew Zhou [Enlai] greatly respected: Peng Zhen, Ye Jianying, Chen Yi, Deng Xiaoping. As I left I heard rumours that Zhou himself was suspect.
Source 13.9 Sirin Phathanothai, The Dragon’s Pearl, 1995, p. 223
1 Identify the means by which Jiang Qing controlled the crowd.
2 How does this extract help pinpoint the source of Jiang Qing’s power?
3 In your opinion, of what were the accused guilty?
4 From your interpretation of this extract, where does the author stand politically?
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