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Chapter 12 Mao moved aside, 1959–1965

Analysis activity 12.1: Mao’s speech at the Lushan Conference of 23 July 1959 (an extract)
There are about 700 000 production brigades; if each brigade makes one error, and you wanted to publish all 700 000 errors within a year, how could it be done? Moreover some articles are long and some short; it would take at least a year to publish them all. What would the result be? Our state would collapse and even if the imperialists didn’t come, the people would rise up and overthrow us. If the paper you publish prints bad news every day, people will have no heart for their work. It wouldn’t take as long as a year; we would perish within a week. To print 700 000 items all about bad things is not proletarian. It is more like a bourgeois country or party, like the political planning department of Chang Po-chün. Of course nobody present is in favour of this. I am exaggerating. But if we do 10 things and nine are bad, and they are all published in the press, then we will certainly perish, and will deserve to perish. In that case, I will go to the countryside to lead the peasants to overthrow the government. If those of you in the Liberation Army won’t follow me, then I will go and find a Red Army, and organize another Liberation Army. But I think the Liberation Army would follow me.

Source 12.3 Mao’s speech at the Lushan Conference
1 What is Mao’s defence in this article, despite earlier having admitted errors?
2 What threat ends this extract of Mao’s speech?
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