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Chapter 12 Mao moved aside, 1959–1965

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:

· Politburo

· bourgeois

· rehabilitation
· houmen

· guanxi

· Dazhai
· Daqing

· Lei Feng

· The Little Red Book

· barefoot doctors

Activities
1 Research the barefoot doctors program. Check out its unexpected origins connected to Professor John B. Grant, the Chinese-born son of a Canadian medical missionary. See whether you can locate an English version of The Barefoot Doctor’s Manual.
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2 Without recourse to the original, draft the letter you think Peng Dehuai may have written to Mao at the Lushan Conference. Then compare it to any excerpts you can obtain of the original.
Practising paragraph answers
1 Why was Mao able to remain Chairman of the CCP when the great famine that followed the Great Leap Forward was so devastating?
2 What aspects of past history should have forewarned Peng Dehuai about speaking up?
Practice essay question
To what extent had Mao abandoned the careful planning of the First Five-Year Plan and adopted an ‘ad hoc’ (unplanned) policy?
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