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Chapter 6 The Long March, 1934–1936

Analysis activity 6.1
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Source 6.1 Edgar and Helen Snow
Edgar Snow wrote:

Nanking believed that its efforts at annihilation were about to succeed. The enemy was caged and could not escape. Thousands had supposedly been killed in the daily bombing and machine gunning from the air, as well as by ‘purgations’ in districts reoccupied by the Kuomintang [GMD]. The Red Army itself, according to Chou En-lai [Zhou Enlai], suffered over 60 000 casualties in this one siege. Whole areas were depopulated, sometimes by forced mass migrations, sometimes by the simpler expedient of mass executions. Kuomintang press releases estimated that about 1 000 000 people were killed or starved to death in the process of recovering Soviet Kiangsi [Jiangxi].

Source 6.2 Edgar Snow, Red Star Over China, 1978, p. 216

Note that Snow uses the Wade-Giles romanisation popular at the time. ‘Nanking’ is ‘Nanjing’ and is mentioned because it was Jiang’s capital, and therefore refers to his government.
1 What was Jiang’s goal in this campaign?
2 How ruthless were his methods?
3 What does Snow mean by ‘purgations’?
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