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Chapter 9 ‘Liberation’: The early years, 1949–1956

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:

Political terms

· executive (power)

· legislative (power)

· Liberation

Land policies
· mutual aid teams

· cooperatives

· collectives

Campaigns
· fanshen
· speak bitterness

· San Fan
· Wu Fan
Role-play
Act out and/or write a script for one of the following scenarios:
1 In 1950, two old peasant women discuss the Marriage Law. Mrs Chen is against the break in tradition, whereas Mrs Lao wishes the law had been in existence when she was first betrothed. Write and/or act out their conversation.
2 It is 1950, and Miss Gao is trying to explain to her father why she does not wish to go through with the marriage arranged for her 10 years ago.
3 Mr Wang has been brought before a mass meeting of employees at the No. 1 Watch Factory of Shanghai, accused of cheating on a government contract. His main accuser is his rival for the manager’s position, Assistant Manager Sun.
Practising paragraph answers
1 Which initial problems faced by the CCP were inherited from previous governments?
2 What motivated the government’s actions?
Practice essay question
By 1956, what obstacles did the new government face and how well did it handle them?
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