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Chapter 16 The Deng era, 1981–1997

Analysis activity 16.1
Tribute to Mao on his 90th birthday (1983)
Hu Yaobang, General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party Central Committee, describes the late Chairman Mao Zedong as ‘China’s greatest and most outstanding figure’ of the past century.
Like many other great figures in past history, Comrade Mao Zedong also made mistakes. The serious mistakes he made in his later years put our Party in a very difficult situation for a time, Hu noted …
Confronted with the question of how to appraise this prestigious and great leader who had just passed away, some people in the Party, in particular in certain leading positions, attempted to follow the wrong policies Mao Zedong had adopted in his later years. Some worried that open exposure of his mistakes would throw the Party into confusion and cause a crisis of confidence. Some went to the other extreme, wanting to throw out all the great contributions made by Mao Zedong along with his errors in his later years, and this would lead the Party astray …

Comrade Mao Zedong’s monumental contributions in hacking a path through difficulties over past decades will always be a source of admiration and encouragement for us and inspire us in our courageous advance to accomplish the cause he left unfinished, Hu concluded.
Source 16.3 ‘Xinhua Report’, China Daily, 26 December 1983
1 How does this report reduce but not destroy Mao’s legacy?
2 To whom do you think Hu Yaobang is referring when he says ‘following the wrong policies’?
3 How are Mao’s name and title downgraded as this article progresses?
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