Cambridge VCE English Units 3&4

Additional Context activities
Whose Reality?

It is important that the meaning of this Context is discussed and deconstructed with the class. Once you have a “working” definition of the terms in the title of the Context then there is a base from which to work. The following activities allow for the opening up of the Context as a spring board for writing.
Activity: Introduction to the Context

1. What is ‘reality’? 

2. Can reality be a scientifically agreed set of principles or facts?

3. How is scientific reality established and proved?

4. Do individual predispositions such as: personality, personal history, class, gender or ethnicity significantly change the way ‘reality’ looks? 

5. Is reality whatever an individual believes exists in the outside world?

6. Where do most people get their ideas about the world? Is it parents, teachers, the media or public opinion shapers? Are such sources reliable?

7. How do ideological perspectives impact upon ‘reality’ such as: a feminist’s view of men, for example?

Activity: Different Realities

1. Reflect on an incident that you have witnessed or shared with another person. In the reporting of the incident later, were your observations different or similar? Why do you think this is the case?

2. What is it that makes us view or perceive things differently?

3.  The following words may all be used to describe different aspects of reality: reality, fantasy, perception, view, observation, angle, bias, fact, fiction, vision, memory, delusion, validity, prejudice, experience, illusion, interpretation, belief, attitude, value, faith, version, subjective, authenticity, objective, truth. 

4. Group the words together according to what you think they mean. Discuss your groupings with the class.

Activity: Focus Text – Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind – Directed by Michel Gondry

1. The non-linear or circular structure of the film provides the viewer with an unusual perspective of events. Why do you think Gondry told the film in this way?

2. How does telling the story in the reverse reflect our own understanding of memory? What do you think Gondry is telling us about the nature of what we remember?

3. Much of the story is told as scenes from inside Joel’s head as his memories are erased. What do the scenes that we are shown tell us about Joel as a person?

4. How would the story have been different if it had been told from the point of view of Clementine?

5. What feelings does Joel demonstrate as he undergoes the memory erasing procedure? Do you think his reactions would be typical of most people or is he unusual?

Sample Assessment Tasks

1. Write a review of Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind for a film-goers website. Centre your discussion around the impact of the structure on the telling of the story.

2. Write a series of scenes from the point of view of Clementine. Show how her reality is different to that of Joel’s when you present some of their shared experiences.

3. Report on a major event that occurs in the main city where you live. Give two different perspectives on the same event from two different reporters.

4. Write a feature article that explores the different responses to an historical event in world history. Include interviews from two different witnesses to that event.

5. Write a response to the prompt: “Our own reality is the only one that matters.” This piece will be published in a magazine that has a special feature on the human brain.
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