Cambridge VCE English Units 3&4

Additional Context activities
The Imaginative Landscape 

It is important that the meaning of this Context is discussed and deconstructed with the class. Once you have a “working” definition of the terms in the title of the Context then there is a base from which to work. The following activities allow for the opening up of the Context as a spring board for writing.

Activity: Introduction to the Context

1. Brainstorm the words: “imaginative” and “landscape” separately on the board. You may end up with something like this:
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2. Use the results of the mind map to place the two terms together to form a definition of what the “imaginative landscape” actually means.

3. Reflect on your own experiences of an imaginative landscape. Write a paragraph that reflects on the following:

· Think of a place that you visited in your childhood that has positive memories for you. Describe this place as a physical space. Describe the feelings that evokes in you when you think back to that time in your life. 

· What is it about this place that makes it special? Is it the physical surroundings? Is it the experiences you had there? Is it the people who were with you there that make you remember it fondly?

4. Discuss these responses with the class. 

5. Make a list of the common qualities of these places that seem to be important to each member of the class. 

· Why do you think this is the case?

6. Consider how the landscape of an important place is made up of more than just its physical features. List the other aspects of landscape that help to shape our responses to it.

7. What kinds of imaginative landscape evoke negative feelings? Discuss.

Another view of landscape

The notion that the majority of white Australians would have of a landscape and its meaning is vastly different to the way indigenous Australians view the landscape. For them, their capacity to view their world as an integrated whole, is vital to the sense of who they are. By juxtaposing our own views of the imaginative landscape with that of our indigenous people, we may come to create a richer interpretation of what this means to our sense of self.

Activity: The Indigenous perspective - poetry

1. Provide the students with a range of Indigenous poems by poets such as:

· Oodgeroo Nunukul (Kath Walker)

· Kevin Gilbert

· Jack Davis

· Archie Roach

· Ruby Hunter

2. Read a selection of poems and circle words or phrases that refer to the landscape. 

3. What do these words have in common? Discuss the view of the landscape that is presented.

4. How have the poets used their own imaginative landscape to create their own views of the world? In what ways is their interpretation of landscape different to your own?

Activity: The Indigenous perspective – art

5. In an interview about an upcoming Australian Art Exhibition, the Co-ordinator of Public Programs at the Art Gallery of NSW, Jethro Lynne, commented that: “Poetry was a big part of their (the artists) imaginative landscape.” What does he mean by this?

6. Go to: www.aboriginalart.com.au Click on “OUR ART”. View images of landscapes.

7. Select one image that is an indigenous representation of landscape. Discuss what aspects of the landscape are recognized. Comment on tones and colours.

8. Write a paragraph that explains your personal response to the image. How is this description a reflection of your own imaginative landscape as well as that of the artist?

Activity: Focus Text – Fly Away Peter – By David Malouf

1. Read the following passages in the novel: the swampland in Queensland (chapter 4), an image of the trenches (chapter 12) and the death scene (chapter 17).
2. For each passage circle and underline key words and images that describe the landscape.
3. How does the language used in each description reflect Jim’s internal landscape?
4. In what ways does Jim use his imagination to escape the harsh realities of the physical landscape around him?
5. What role does Jim’s knowledge of the birds play in allowing him to create his own imaginative landscape?
Sample Assessment Tasks

1. Write a travel article for nature magazine that explores the effect of a specific landscape on you. Your purpose is to encourage other travelers to visit this place so that they too may share the beauty and power of its setting.
2. Select a character from your focus text and describe the relationship they have with their physical landscape and the way that they use this as a source of creativity and escape.
3. Write a short story that is set in a place of isolation and show the way the character is affected by their location in their daily life.
4. Write a letter that describes the unexpected impact that a new landscape has had on you. Compare this landscape to one that is more familiar to you.
5. Use stimulus material that depicts a variety of landscapes as the basis for a piece of imaginative writing.
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