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Winston’s awareness of what society has lost sets him apart from everyone else, even Julia. Discuss.

Winston is very aware of the failings of his society, and yearns for the past, a time when, he believes, the quality of life was much better. This alienates him from everybody around him. He looks to the past for proof that there was a time, before the Party came to power, when life was, quite simply, better. However, Winston’s thoughts are his alone – such concepts are far beyond most people, for various reasons, fear and ignorance foremost among them. Although Winston succeeds in forming a meaningful, intimate relationship with a woman, Julia, who also secretly defies the Party, Winston’s understanding of what society has lost as a result of the Party’s reign is vastly different to hers, and thus isolates him from her in that respect. 
Winston is obsessed with the past, actively searching for clues that might support his theory – that life before the Revolution was freer, happier, more plentiful. It must, of course, be taken into account that Winston’s work at the Ministry of Truth, changing old newspaper articles to remove any evidence of the Party’s wrongdoings, gives him a stark insight into the corruption of the Party (which is damaging society): an even greater view of the Party’s ability to alter the past by altering recorded history. He struggles with the “impossibility” of knowing what life had been like before the Party reigned, realising the likeliness “that every word in the history books…was pure fantasy”. As he asks the old prole in the pub, “was life better than it is now, or worse?” Worse, Winston suspects. He knows that any evidence maintaining his theory will be painstakingly difficult to obtain, and will compromise his safety, yet still he continues attempting to forge links with the past, particularly by visiting the proletarian areas (a risk in itself). What makes his pursuit of the truth about the past even more difficult is the fact that he is largely on his own in this thinking. 
It is quite clear that Winston is alone in his quest to discover the past – the thought that the Party may have in fact made life worse seems to have occurred to no-one else at all, causing him to question himself and his own sanity. He is not, as is the norm, able to unquestioningly accept and practice doublethink. His differences cause him to consider whether he might be a lunatic, reflecting that “Perhaps a lunatic was simply a minority of one.” It should be taken into account that Winston’s questioning nature is perilous – he has committed thoughtcrime, punishable by death – indeed, even individualism and eccentricity are “dangerous”. The rest of the population mindlessly subscribes to the doctrines of the Party as a matter of survival – Winston himself acknowledges that, because of his failure to achieve sufficient mental orthodoxy, “He was already dead.” Even Julia, the one person with whom Winston has a true, human relationship (such things are extinct since the Revolution) does not have the depth of understanding of society’s losses that Winston possesses. 
Undoubtedly, Julia and Winston have a strong relationship, risking everything to be together and sharing their deepest and most dangerous longings and desires. While they both hate the Party and its control over people, Winston has a deeper and more comprehensive understanding of what the Party has done to society than Julia, and this separates them intellectually to some extent.  Winston fiercely, obstinately persists in remembering facts which the Party has changed, like the fact that while the Party claims to have always been at war with Eurasia, “Oceania, four years ago, had been at war with Eastasia” whereas Julia, like the masses, is oblivious to this important indiscrepancy. While Winston challenges the Party on its principles, and challenges it in its entirety, Julia “only questioned the teachings of the Party when they in some way touched upon her own life”. Where Winston’s passion is for the truth against all odds, regardless of the consequences, the “difference between truth and falsehood did not seem important” to Julia – her rebellion against the Party is simply a natural thing for her, a manner in which to live her life as she wishes to.
Winston is conscious of what society has lost since the Revolution, and in this consciousness he is separated from all those around him. He believes that life in the past was fuller and happier than life in the present, and is constantly looking for true links with the past that can validate his belief. He is, however, alone in this belief, as far as he knows, and anyone who may have shared similar convictions has been conveniently vaporised. Winston listens to his instincts, as he challenges the claims made by the Party that his quality of life has improved – even Julia, his lover, does not see so clearly and adeptly what Winston sees, thus he is intellectually and idealistically set apart from everyone around him.
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