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Ch 1 Medieval England – Chapter test

Medieval England
Chapter test
Name: _______________________________
Black Death Letters from 1479
The Paston family provides an amazing story. They were a peasant family who rose to the aristocracy within just two generations. Their wealth was achieved through gaining control of Caister Castle. The reason that historians know about the story of the Paston family was because their letters from 1422 to 1509 were kept, although the letters were bought and sold many times. They were first published in 1787 and are the first recorded series of private correspondence to survive in Britain. The Paston father, called John Senior, had two sons, both also called John. Both boys wrote many letters to their mother, Margaret.

Despite his mother’s warnings, John the Elder (meaning that he was the eldest son) spent most of his time living around the King’s Court in London which was infested by the Black Plague. Below are two letters from John the Younger to his mother; in one letter he tells her that his brother, John the Elder, has died in London.

1
Describe the Paston family.

3 marks

November 1479:

Mother... my brother is buried in the White Friars at London. I did not think that it would have been so, for I supposed that he wished to be buried at Bromholm and that caused me to ride so soon to London to arrange his bringing home; and if it had been his will to lie at Bromholm, I would have brought home my grandmother and him together, but that purpose is now void. (from John the Younger)

2
Where was John the Elder buried?

1 mark

3
Why did John the Younger ‘ride so soon to London’?

___________________________________________________________________


3 marks

4
Which other family member also died in London from the black plague?

1 mark

December 1479:

Right worshipful Mother... please it you to understand that whereas ye willed me by pains to hasten out of the foul air that I am in, I must put my faith in God, for here I must remain for a season. And in good faith, I shall never while God sends me life, dread more death than shame. But thanks be to God, the sickness is well ceased here, and also my business putteth away my fear. (from John the Younger)

5
How did John’s Mother feel about him being in London? Include a quote from the letter that shows how you know this.

3 marks

6
What might he mean when he writes ‘I shall never while God sends me life, dread more death than shame’?

3 marks

7
What was his final comment about the plague in London?

2 marks

8
These events are in the wrong order. Number them in the correct order. 
Mother wants John to leave London and hurry home.

John the Younger goes quickly to London.

John the Elder dies in London and is buried.

John stays in London relying on God for protection from the plague.

4 marks

9
You are in London in 1479. Use your knowledge of life in medieval times and of the Black Death to write a letter (or a series of letters) describing life during the plague. 

10 marks

Total 30 marks
Answers

1
They were a close family and wrote letter to each other regularly. They were also prosperous and hard working.
2
White Friars, London
3
To arrange the burial of his brother
4
Their grandmother
5
John’s mother wanted him to leave London to get away from the plague: “ye willed me by pains to hasten out of the foul air”.
6
He’d rather be dead than shamed.
7
The worst of the plague is over and his work takes his mind off it. 

8
Correct order: 

John the Elder dies in London and is buried.

John the Younger goes quickly to London.

Mother wants John to leave London and hurry home.

John stays in London relying on God for protection from the plague.

8
Student response 
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