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Ch 1 Ancient Rome – Chapter test

Ancient Rome

Chapter test
Name: _______________________________
Julius Caesar’s war diary

Julius Caesar had many strong qualities. He was a brilliant speaker, an intelligent leader and a cunning military general. He became most popular when he went to Gaul, which we now call France, and fought many battles for many years. He wrote a diary about his great victories, which he sent back to Rome so that people would consider him a war hero. This is from Chapter 50 of his book The Gallic Wars. The language has been slightly changed to make it easier to understand.

The next day, according to his custom, Caesar led out his forces from both camps, and having advanced a little from the larger one, drew up his line of battle, and gave the enemy an opportunity of fighting. When he found that they did not even then come out from their camp, he led back his army into camp about noon. Then at last Ariovistus, the leader of the enemy, sent part of his forces to attack Caesar’s smaller camp. The battle was vigorously maintained on both sides till the evening. At sunset, after many wounds had been inflicted and received, Ariovistus led back his forces into camp. When Caesar inquired of the enemy soldiers he had captured, why their leader Ariovistus did not come to fight, he discovered this to be the reason – that among the Germans it was the custom for their wise advisors to make decisions from casting lots and divine messages. On the issue of whether the battle should be continued or not; the advisors had said, “that it was not the will of heaven that the Germans should conquer, if they engaged in battle before the new moon”.
Source: The Gallic Wars, Julius Caesar. 
1
When Caesar’s forces went out to fight from their camp, where was Caesar?

1 mark

2
What conclusions could you therefore make about Caesar?

2 marks

3
What happened at noon?

2 marks

4
The battle against the enemy was very hard. Give two reasons how we know this.
4 marks

5
How did Ariovistus’ wise advisors make their decisions?

2 marks

6
What were the advisors’ reasons for not wanting to keep fighting Caesar?

4 marks

7
These events are in the wrong order. Number them in the correct order.
Ariovistus refuses to bring his soldiers out to fight.

Ariovistus refuses to fight again after his advisors tell him not to fight at night.

There are lots of casualties in battle that lasts for hours.

Caesar talks to the prisoners about why Ariovistus won’t fight.

Ariovistus surprises Caesar by attacking his smaller camp.

Caesar leads his forces out to fight.

6 marks
8
You are a soldier in Ariovistus’ army. Use the story explained in this extract to write a letter home to your girlfriend describing what happened on the day that you fought against Julius Caesar and his army.
9 marks
Total 30 marks

Answers

1
Caesar led his forces.
2
He led by example; fearless; good general, etc. 

3
Caesar led his men back when the enemy did not come out to fight.
4
The battle lasted until the evening and there were injuries and deaths on both sides.
5
They used divination, dice or similar (casting lots) magic or mystical methods.
6
It was not the will of heaven.
7
Correct order of events: 

Caesar leads his forces out to fight.

Ariovistus refuses to bring his soldiers out to fight.

Ariovistus surprises Caesar by attacking his smaller camp.

There are lots of casualties in battle that lasts for hours.

Caesar talks to the prisoners about why Ariovistus won’t fight.

Ariovistus refuses to fight again after his advisors tell him not to fight at night.
8
Student response 
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